CHAPTER 24

THE priest who wrote this book, to prove this creature's
feelings many and divers times asked her questions, and
information of things that were to come, unknown and
uncertain at that time to any creature as to what would
be the outcome, praying her, though she was loath and
unwilling to do such things, to pray to God therefore,
and ascertain, when Our Lord would visit her with de-
votion, what would be the outcome, and truly, without any
feigning, tell him how she felt, or else he would not gladly
write the book.
And so this creature, compelled somewhat for fear that
he would not otherwise have followed her intent to write
this book, did as he prayed her, and told him her feelings
as to what would befall in such matters as he asked her, if
her feelings were truth. And thus he proved them for very
truth. And yet he would not always give credence to
her words, and that hindered him in the manner that
followeth,
It befell on a time, that there came a young man to this
priest, which young man the priest had never seen before,
complaining to the priest of poverty and distress into
which he had fallen by misfortune, explaining the cause
271 of the misfortune, saying also that he had taken holy
orders to be a priest. For a little hastiness, defending him-
self, as he had no choice unless he was to be dead through
the pursuit of his enemies, he smote a man, or perhaps